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A Briefing on 2012 Activities of China National Committee for IGCP and China National Working Groups for IGCP
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Beijing, China

I. Participation of Chinese Geoscientists in IGCP Projects in 2012:
In 2012 the Chinese geoscientists have participated in the following 15 IGCP projects: Nos. 540, 559, 572, 575, 580, 582, 588, 572, 589，591，592，598，599，600 and 618. 

Among them, there are 5 projects with project leader from China:

	No. 572
	Permian-Triassic Ecosystems

Prof. Zhongqiang Chen

	No. 581
	Evolution of Asian River Systems

Prof. Zheng Hongbo

	No. 589
	Development of the Asian Tethyan Realm

Prof. Jin Xiaochi

	No. 598
	Environmental Change and Sustainability in Karst Systems

Prof. Zhang Cheng

	No. 600
	Metallogenesis of Collisional Orogens

Prof. Hou Zengqian



And there are 10 Projects with Project Co-Leader from China:

	    No. 559
	Crustal Architecture and Landscape Evolusion

Prof. Li Songlin and Prof. Li Chunfeng

	    No. 572
	Permian-Triassic Ecosystems

Prof. Tong Jinnan

	No. 580
	Application of Magnetic Susceptibility on Paleozoic Sedimentary Rocks

Prof. Chen Daizhao

	No. 582
	Tropical Rivers: Hydro-Physical Processes, Impacts, Hazards and mangement

Prof. Chen Zhongyuan

	    No. 588
	Preparing for Coastal Change

Dr. Yongqiang Zhong

	No. 591
	The Early to Middle Palaeozoic Revolution

Prof. Zhan Renbin


	No. 592
	Continental Construction in Central Asia

Prof. Min Sun

	No. 598
	Environmental Change and Sustainability in Karst Systems

Dr. Jiang Yongjun and Prof. Yuan Daoxian

	No. 599
	The Changing Early Earth

Prof. Yang Jinhui

	No. 618
	Paleoclimate Information Obtained from Past-Recharged Groundwater

Prof. Chen Jianyao


IGCP meetings held in China in 2012:

Since the 34th International Geological Congress (IGC) was held in Brisbane, Australia on August 5-10, 2012, most of IGCP projects teams ran their annual workshops during the 34th IGC in Brisbane and no IGCP meetings were held in China in 2012.

II. Major Activities of the National Committee in 2012:

1.
Active Participation in the Activities of IGCP Secretariat and IGCP Scientific Board

1) Attending activities to mark the 40th Anniversary of the International Geoscience Programme (IGCP): 

The year 2012 marks the 40th anniversary of the International Geocience Programme (IGCP). For the past 40 years, 617 projects proposals have been submitted, out of which 340 have been funded as successful IGCP projects. China has kept an active participation in the IGCP activities since its first involvement in the programme in late 1970s. By the end of 2012, the Chinese geoscientists have been totally involved in 126 IGCP projects, out of which 111 have been completed and 15 are ongoing ones. 

To join in the anniversary celebrations organized by the UNESCO, a Chinese delegation of 9 people headed by Dr. Jiang Jianjun, Director-General of Department of Science & Technology and International Cooperation, Ministry of Land and Resources of P. R. China (MLR), visited the UNESCO Headquarters on Feb. 21st- 23rd, 2012. They attended the 40th Anniversary Meeting held on Feb. 22nd, at which Prof. Dong Shuwen, Secretary-General of the China National Committee for IGCP (the CNC for IGCP) and Vice-President of the Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences (CAGS) was invited to provide views on Geoscience Development and Future Resource Demand at the Panel Discussion on the Geoscience Challenges for the Planet and Dr. Zhang Cheng, Leader of IGCP-589 and Secretary-General of IRCK, was asked to deliver a talk on geoscience of the water cycle. 

In addition, the Chinese delegates were present at the open meeting of 40th Session of IGCP Scientific Board held on Feb. 21st, where Mr. Wang Wei, Head of Secretariat of the CNC for the IGCP, took the floor to give an introduction about the 2011 work. On Feb. 23rd, the delegation was invited to the meeting about the UNUESCO Earth Science Education Initiative in Africa and other Education Activities, where Dr. Lian Changyun, Member of the CNC for IGCP and Deputy Director of Department of Science and Technology & International Cooperation, China Geological Survey (CGS), briefed on the CGS’ cooperation with African countries like Madagascar, Zambia, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe in geological mapping, geochemical exploration, resource assessment and capacity-building.

 The Chinese delegation also displayed 10 posters at the IGCP-40 exhibit which was an integral part of the anniversary celebrations, presenting a brief history of the Chinese involvement in the IGCP projects and other relevant activities and an introduction of the International Research Center on Karst (IRCK) as well as the construction and development of the Chinese geoparks. 

 Together with Prof. Chris Groves (Western Kentucky Univ., USA), Prof. Yuan Daoxian (CAGS) and Dr. Zhang Cheng (CAGS) were invited to contribute a paper on IGCP 299, 379, 448, 513 and 598 (1990-2015) which was published in the book “Tales Set in Stone” dedicated to the 40th anniversary of IGCP.

2)  Supporting New IGCP Proposal:

The CNC for IGCP has re-submitted a letter to the IGCP Scientific Board to support the proposal for a new IGCP Project entitled “Dynamics of life and climate systems during the Cretaceous in Asia and the Western Pacific” which is jointly proposed by Prof. Hisao Ando (Japan), Xiaoqiao Wan (China), Daekyo Cheong (Korea), and Sunil Bajpai (India) and has been submitted to IGCP Secretariat through the Japanese National Committee for IGCP. 

3)  Recommendation of new candidates for the IGCP Scientific Board

According to the letter from the IGCP Secretariat dated March 26th, 2012, the CNC for IGCP proposed the renewal of service for 2 Chinese scientists as IGCP Scientific Board Member and recommended another 3 as new candidates for the position of IGCP Scientific Board Member as the following:

Proposal for the renewal of IGCP Scientific Board Members: 
(1) Prof. Jin Xiaochi, Research Fellow of the Institute of Geology, CAGS, who served as a member of the IGCP Scientific Board for the term of 2009-2012 in the framework of the Deep Earth theme group and is proposed for another term as the member of IGCP Scientific Board for the theme of Geodynamic Control of our Environment; 

(2) Prof. Nie Fengjun, Research Fellow of the Institute of Mineral Resources, CAGS, who served as a member of the IGCP Scientific Board for the term of 2009-2012 in the framework of the Resources theme group and is proposed for another term as the member of IGCP Scientific Board for the theme of Earth Resources: Sustaining our Society.  

Nomination for new members of IGCP Scientific Board: 
(1) Prof. Yang Jingsui, Research Fellow of the Institute of Geology, CAGS, nominated as a candidate of IGCP Scientific Board Member for the theme of Geodynamic Control of our Environment; 

(2) Prof. Wu Zhenhan, Vice President and Research Fellow of the CAGS, nominated as a candidate of IGCP Scientific Board Member for the theme of Geohazards: Mitigating the Risks;

(3) Prof. Zhang Cheng, Research Fellow of the Institute of Karst Geology, CAGS, nominated as a candidate of IGCP Scientific Board Member for the theme of Global Change and Evolution of Life: Evidence from the Geological Record.

2. Enhancing interactions and contacts with the officials of UNESCO

The China National Committee for IGCP attaches great importance to keep in contact with the UNESCO. In 2012, the China National Committee visited the UNESCP Headquarters and a number of UNESCO officials were invited to visit China.

1）On Jan. 7, 2012, a forum was held at the HIST to discuss and exchange views on the operation of UNESCO natural sciences programmes and the development of  UNESCO’s international centers located in China. Present at the meeting were representatives from the UNESCO (Mr. Qunli Han, Director of Executive Office, Natural Science Sector, UNESCO), national committees of IHP, MAB and IGCP, IRTCES, IRCK, HIST and CISTRAT. Prof. Dong Shuwen (CNC for IGCP) and representatives of the proposed International Center on Global-scale Geochemistry and the Chinese Network of National Geoparks attended the forum. 

2)  While the Chinese delegation was in Paris attending the IGCP 40th anniversary celebrations in February, Dr. G. Kalonji, ADG for Natural Sciences met with all the members of the delegation on the morning of Feb. 21st. They reviewed the accomplishments of cooperation between China and the UNESCO in IGCP and Geoparks. Dr. Kalonji expressed her full support for the Chinese proposal to establish the International Center on Global-scale Geochemistry in Langfang, China as a Category 2 Center under the auspices of the UNESCO.

3） At the request of the Chinese Permanent Delegation to UNESCO, the CNC for IGCP made arrangements for Dr. G. Kalonji’s visit to the Ministry of Land and Resources of China (MLR). On April 5th, Dr. Zhong Ziran, Chief Geologist of the Ministry of Land and Resources of China (MLR) met with the high-ranking UNESCO official, and Prof. Dong Shuwen was present at the meeting. 

4） Dr. R. Jayakumar, Programme Specialist – Natural Sciences, UNESCO Office in Beijing, visited the CAGS on April 17th, and he discussed with Prof. Dong Shuwen about the issues of organizing the UNESCO-IHP Meeting “Groudwater Governance: A Global Framework for Action”—Regional Consultation for Asia and the Pacific Region in China in 2012, the application for the establishment of an International Center on Global-scale Geochemistry in Langfang China and helping African countries in geosciences research and education. It was decided that the UNESCO-IHP Meeting would be organized by the Institute of Hydrogeology and Environmental Geology, CAGS and held in Shijiazhuang, the capital city of Hebei Province in early December, 2012.

5) During the 34th IGC in Brisbane in August, Prof. Dong Shuwen met with Dr. Patrick J Mc Keever, the newly-appointed IGCP Secretary and Chief of Global Earth Observation Section.

3. Pushing forward the process of application for the establishment of an International Center on Global-scale Geochemistry in Langfang China

The proposal for establishing an International Center on Global-scale Geochemistry in Langfang China was placed on the agenda of the 190th Session of the UNESCO Executive Board held in October, 2012, but unfortunately for some reason, it was not examined at the 190th Session and will be postponed to the next session—the 191st Session to be scheduled for spring of 2013. 

4. Cooperation with Africa through the platform of the UNESCO

At the invitation of the CNC for IGCP and the CAGS, Dr. S. F. Toteu, Programme Specialist in Earth Sciences at UNESCO Nairobi Office, paid a visit to China on April 12th-18th, 2011. During the trip, consensus was reached by both sides on the issue of jointly applying for Postdoctoral Programme for African Researchers of China-Africa Science and Technology Partnership Program (CASTEP). After he was back in Africa, Dr. S. F. Toteu recommended 2 African scientists (Dr. Merlain Bouyo Houketchang from Cameroon and Dr. Moussa Isseini from Chad) to study in China under the framework of CASTEP. 
The CNC for IGCP, together with the CAGS, submitted the applications to the China Postdoctoral Science Foundation (CPSF), which is the official agency in charge of implementation of the CASTEP, and the applications were approved officially by CPSF in early December 2012. It is planned that Dr. Merlain Bouyo Houketchang and Dr. Moussa Isseini will start their one-year postdoctoral work at the CAGS in March 2013 and will be arranged to conduct the work at Institute of Geomechanics, CAGS and the Beijing SHRIMP Center respectively. All the expenses including international travel and accommodations in China will be covered by the Chinese side.  

5.  Convening of the 2012 Annual Meeting of the China National Committee for IGCP


The 2012 Annual Meeting of the National Committee was held in Beijing on December 21st-22nd, 2012 and was attended by more than 30 delegates, including members of the Committee, leaders of China NWG of on-going IGCP projects and invited guests from relevant government departments. At the plenary session which was open to all the delegates, Secretary-General Dong Shuwen delivered the 2012 annual report on the Committee’s accomplishments made in the year and the major tasks for the year 2013, leaders or representatives of NWG of IGCP-572, 581, 589, 598, 600 and 618 made a presentation on the annual progress and Prof. Jiang Yuchi, Director of IRCK, delivered a talk on the Center’s major achievements of 2012 and the working plan for 2013.


At the business meeting which was attended only by the Committee’s members and invited delegates, the submitted annual progress reports of the NWG were reviewed and the major tasks for 2013 were proposed and discussed as the following:

1) to help the Institute of Geophysical and Geochemical Exploration, CAGS with the creation of the International Center on Global-scale Geochemistry in Langfang, China;

2) to make arrangements for African scientists to make postdoctoral study at CAGS as scheduled;

3) to prepare and submit new IGCP project proposals in the field of geoparks;

4) to finish the re- election of Membership of the China National Committee for IGCP.
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